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Federico Giovanelli 
Spencer A. Burnett 


A mobster who was accused of kiiiing an NYPD detective in 1986 but set free after four triais died at age 84 Friday in New York after an 
iiiness, The Post has iearned. 

Federico Giovaneiii was charged with gunning down Detective Anthony Venditti, 34, who was taiiing him as part of an investigation into 
organized-crime activity. 

Two state triais ended in hung juries. A federai Jury then convicted him of racketeering, but an appeais court overturned the verdict. The 
Queens Jury that finaiiy acquitted him deiiberated four days. 

“i am disappointed, but i iearned a iong time ago not to second-guess a Jury,” DA Richard Brown said at the time. No one has ever been 
convicted in the siaying. 

Venditti was shot twice in the head on Jan. 21,1986, in Ridgewood. His partner. Detective Kathieen Burke, was wounded. 
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Burke testified she saw three men outside a restaurant with their guns pointed at Venditti. Then she heard gunfire. 
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